
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Kristine Hildebrandt 

Department: English Language & Literature, and IRIS Center 

Email Address: khildeb@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-3380 

Campus Mail Box: 1431 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student and up to one additional unfunded student. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[x] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[x] This project deals with community outreach. 

[x] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

9 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

No. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

Peck 2226 (IRIS Lab) and also on student's own laptop or desktop computer, as long as they have 

Internet access 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students from these 

areas: -- History, English Language, Foreign Language, Anthropology, Linguistics, Geography, Computer 

Science, Mass Communications 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

An URCA Assistant would work with surveys that were originally collected by the late Professor Francis 

Odemerho (SIUE Geography) as he conducted ethnographic and geographic fieldwork in south-central 

Nigeria. These surveys have already been digitized and are now housed within archival holdings of SIUE’s 

IRIS Center, and will expand the holdings of this digital archive: https://iris.siue.edu/omeka-s/s/schaefer-

edoid-archive/page/welcome. The digitization of these surveys have revealed a number of interesting 

areas for further examination and analysis, including Indigenous names for local landscapes, settlement 

histories, and the identification and naming of vegetation and agriculture products. The URCA assistant 

will work with the mentor-professor to further examine these materials and to enter this information 

into the archive. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

The URCA Assistant will learn about and will learn to work within the internal structure of a digital 

archive and exhibit on the Omeka CMS platform. The Assistant will also learn about cataloging and 

metadata standards, for example, working with the Dublin Core metadata standards. The surveys are 

already scanned to digital form, but the Assistant may also learn to do some editing of the digital 

objects, and so will learn to work with the Adobe Creative Suite of software. The student will learn about 

coding of survey data into Excel spreadsheet format and how to export the coded data to the digital 

archive. All materials and programs are housed within the IRIS Center at SIUE. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

The URCA Assistant will be a part of an exciting project that brings together multiple disciplines, 

including history, geography, anthropology, history, and linguistics. Successful work on these surveys will 

positively impact description and assessment of other digital resources in the archive, for example 

auditory recordings of ethnographic interviews in the 1960s by a student of archaeology; auditory 

recordings, transcriptions and translations of oral narrative traditions from the 1980s and 2000s; video 

recordings of oral narrative traditions from the 2000s; auditory and transcribed recordings of basic word 

lists from the 2000s; auditory recordings, transcriptions, and translations of proverbs, riddles, and 

sayings from the 1980s; short audio recordings of songs and village vignettes from 1910-15; 

photographs of material culture items from 1910-15; photographs and slides of material culture of social 

and cultural life from the 1980s and 2000s; as well as book publications of oral narrative collections, 

dictionaries, and grammars. This will be an excellent set of transferrable skills that the Assistant can 

amass towards either graduate study or to bring into different professional fields. 

 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

I will work with the Assistant to set up a weekly schedule of project-related activities and a regular 

weekly check-in to discuss questions and next steps. 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

Some of the work will take place in the IRIS Digital Humanities lab on campus (Peck Hall), and some of 

the work can be done on the student's own computer. We will work together to clarify that plan. 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

If the student has taken a history, a geography, an anthropology, a history, or else a linguistics class, or 

has taken one of the electives that fulfill the Digital Humanities and Social Sciences minor program 

(https://iris.siue.edu/dhminor/), that is preferable, and the student should indicate which class(es) they 

have taken when they apply. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

Students must be motivated to learn new tools and to learn about aspects of new languages and 

different cultures. They should also have a strong sense of time management and organization of 

computer files. 


